HOVA WOMEN,  WITH  GRACEFUL DIGNITY,  DANCE TO THE ACCOMPANIMENT  OF  CLAPS  FROM  THEIR AUDIENCE

When Europeans first came to Madagascar they found that of all the
native tribes the Hovas were by far the most civilized. They dressed
elaborately in a pleasing costume that they still retain, although, as we
see in the above photograph, European sleeved blouses are sometimes

worn as well. The Hovas were the latest arrivals from Malaya, Thev
dwell in Imerina province, in the central highlands, and when their
queen, Ranavalona III, was overthrown hy the French in 1895, they
had been the dominant race in the island for fully a hundred years.